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Dear Parents, 

I am excited to welcome you to the 2016-2017 school year! I hope you have had an 
enjoyable summer with family and friends. I am reminded that the beginning of school is 
truly a special time, full of excitement and promise. We have worked very hard to 
prepare for this school year, and believe that our students will have the most rewarding 
educational experience possible. Fortunately, we have a team of exceptionally talented 
and committed staff that is focused on the growth and achievement of each student. 

Throughout the summer and many months prior, teachers worked diligently and 
successfully created vertical articulation documents in both math and language arts for 
grades K-5. The vertical articulation documents illustrate the significant connections 
between the standards across grade levels. It establishes a baseline from which skills and 
knowledge are built upon.  With each successive lesson, students are reviewing, 
practicing, and learning new content, in which a naturally scaffolded unit of study is 
created.  Vertically aligning curriculum helps to reduce gaps in instruction and prevents 
overlaps across grade levels, resulting in seamless instruction and deeper learning. 

In our persistence to prepare our students and equip them with the necessary tools to 
achieve success in today’s digital world, we are pleased to announce the One-to-One 
Chromebook Initiative for our 8th grade students. A One-to-One initiative is where each 
student is provided a device (Chromebook) to use in school and at home for 
learning.  We are using Chromebooks and the Google Apps For Education platform to 
create a collaborative learning environment.  Students are able to share documents, 
presentations, and other applications with teachers and other students in the Google 
environment.  Students in all grade levels will have the opportunity to enhance their 
learning through the use Chromebooks, iPads and now SMARTboards in each and every 
classroom.  

In our continuing efforts to tailor our remedial programs to meet the needs of our 
students, we will be offering an after school supplemental program that provides 
developmental support for students to learn and strengthen skills in mathematics and 
language arts.  This is in addition to the basic skills instruction that takes place during 
enrichment times throughout the school day. The program is only open to qualified BSI 
students in grades 3-8 and starts in early October, giving students time to acclimate to the 
new school year and allowing time for scheduling and teacher observation of students to 
take place. The program continues throughout the year on a three times a week schedule. 
Towards the end of the school year, fewer meetings take place as spring testing and end-
of-year projects take much of the students’ time. 

 



With a focus on recycling and material reuse, green infrastructure, wellness, community 
outreach and liaisons as well as student learning, the Mount Arlington Pubic School, in 
its first year in the New Jersey Sustainable Schools Program, has achieved the status of 
Bronze certification. Congratulations to Ms. Crawford and members of the Green Team 
in their endeavors to make our schools sustainable. We were recently selected to receive 
a 2016 Sustainable Jersey for Schools Health and Wellness Grant for our POWER UP 
program.  
 
I would like to remind students to be sure to complete their summer reading assignments 
before the beginning of school.  Parents are reminded to update their Honeywell Instant 
Alert contact information and to check the website regularly for announcements and 
upcoming events.  New to the website is the E-Communications tab. By adding 
your email and/or cell phone number you can receive automated non-emergency 
notifications on upcoming district events and activities. Parents and students will have 
continued access to the Homework Portal through OnCourse and Study Island Test 
Preparation websites. 
 
 

Please mark your calendars for the following fall events: 

• Back to School Night (MAPS) - Thursday, September 22nd, at 7:00 PM. 
• Back to School Night (DECKER) - Thursday, September 29th, at 7:00 PM. 

I certainly look forward to seeing you at these and other events during the school year. 
Please enjoy the remaining days of the summer, as we eagerly anticipate another 
fulfilling year of meaningful learning experiences for our students. Feel free to contact 
me with any questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, 

Jeff Grillo                                                        
Principal  

 


